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an apple, our senses fail us, or at least the senses of
the early framers of language failed them. They had
a name, but what corresponded to that name was
something, not finite, or surrounded by a visible
horizon, but something that extended beyond that
horizon, something to a certain extent visible and
manifest, but, to a much greater extent, non-manifest
and invisible.

These first steps which primitive man must have
made at a very early time, may seein but small steps,
but they were very decisive steps, if you consider in
what direction they would lead. They were the steps
that would lead man, whether he liked it or not, from
the perception of finite things, which he could handle, to
what we call the perception of things, not altogether
finite, which he could neither span with his fingers, nor
with the widest circle of his eyes. However small the
steps at first, this sensuous contact with the infinite
and the unknown gave the first impulse and the
lasting direction in which man was meant to reach
the highest point which he can ever reach, the idea of
the infinite and the divine.

Semi-tangible objects.

I call this second class of percepts semi-tangible,
in order to distinguish them from the first class, which
may for our purposes be designated as tangible per-
cepts, or percepts of tangible objects.

This second class is very large, and there is con-
siderable difference between the various percepts that
belong to it. A flower, for instance, or a small tree
might scarcely seem to belong to it, because there is